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Up, up and away?

Business confidence has hit a decade
high. A net 50 percent of respondents
expect better times ahead, up 11
percentage points on December last year.
This is the highest reading for business
confidence since April 1999. Confidence
was up across the manufacturing,
agriculture, construction and service
subgroups. Retailing bucked the trend
with confidence falling 14 points.

Firms’ own activity expectations (the
key lead barometer that tracks economic
growth) followed headline confidence,
with a net 42 percent of respondents
expecting an improvement over the
coming year — up from the net 37 percent
in December. Confidence is strongest
across the manufacturing, construction
and service areas.

Profit and employment expectations
have also started the year with a positive
tone. A net 23 percent expect higher
profits over the year ahead. A net 9
percent expect to be hiring over the
coming year. Both compare well relative
to their long-run averages and augur well
for a broadening of the economic recovery.
Export intentions continue to lift with a
net 31 percent expecting better volumes
over the year ahead.

When we roll such readings from the
survey into our composite growth indicator,
the economy could well be on track for
4 percent growth. So 2010 has started
with good cheer.

Two aspects from this month’s survey
went against the improving trend.

e Retailing confidence slipped. In fact
retailing was the only sector to record

a fall in confidence, firms’ own activity

expectations, investment and

employment. The latter two in
particular are telling. A net 7 percent
of retailers expect to cut employment
and a net 6 percent to be investing
less — a turnaround from positive

readings at the end of 2009.

e Investment intentions eased. A net

8 percent expect to be investing more

over the coming year but this is down

2 percentage points on the last reading.

Such a decline is well within the

margin of error, so we'll hold judgment.

However, the failure to follow the

reads from employment, profits and

activity expectations suggests there

are deeper forces keeping firms in a

holding pattern.

Pricing intentions nudged higher.
A net 26 percent expect to be pushing
up prices over the coming year. This is
neither here-nor-there in terms of what
it flags for the inflation outlook. And
inflation expectations, while up slightly
to 2.6 percent, had nonetheless been
stable since mid 2009. But still, the trend
in pricing intentions has been rising for
five months and ultimately it is the
direction that counts. Once again we see
service sector pricing intentions on an
upwards trajectory. This is a sticky sort
of inflation that can prove to be persistent
and tends to correlate well with underlying
inflation. Intent does not necessarily
match reality, but the direction is up and
so too eventually will be the path for
interest rates. A net 69 percent expect
higher rates over the year ahead.
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Collectively, we are once again left
with an impression that all is well with
economic prospects given readings from
so-called “soft” economic data (of which
confidence surveys are a part). Yes, we
acknowledge that positive confidence
readings are only natural when you
emerge from recession with somewhat
of an “it can’t possibly get any worse”

attitude filtering through the responses.
But we have been on an improving trend
now for just under a year. Growth has
followed. Admittedly it’s not strong, but
growth is still growth. We also take
considerable heart from the robustness
of confidence in what has generally been
a barrage of poor news over the past
month. Since the start of the year we've
had the start of a Greek tragedy,
unemployment moving up sharply and
the housing market hitting a wall. Positives
have been apparent but generally are
few and far between.

The coming months for the economy
are going to be telling. Stepping back,
we continue to see underlying
improvement. Yet it would be folly not to
be mindful of wider forces. There are still
significant global forces at play. Amongst
all the hurly-burly, changes to the tax
system are also pending. While scant on
details, there is clearly going to be
behavioural responses in anticipation,
with the housing market already suffering
indigestion. Such dynamics are going to
introduce a huge amount of “noise” into
economic statistics as the economy
adjusts to a new normal. At this juncture,
it will be critical to focus on the big picture
and not get caught up in the noise as we
sift through the tea leaves.

SURVEY RESULTS TOTAL PREVIOUS

February 2010 MONTH

Business Confidence 50.1 38.5
Activity Outlook 41.9 36.9
Exports 30.8 25.6
Investment 7.6 9.8
Livestock 13.8 0.0
Capacity Utilisation 22.2 17.1
Residential Construction  46.7 63.0
Commercial Construction 29.5 25.0
Employment 9.3 6.4
Unemployment Rate 10.3 28.9
Profits 23.2 16.4
Interest Rates 69.4 69.3
Pricing Intentions 25.8 17.7
Ease of Credit 8.8 5.4
Inflation Expectations 2.56 2.54
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DISCLOSURE INFORMATION

The Bank (in respect of itself and its principal officers) makes the following investment
adviser disclosure to you pursuant to section 41A of the Securities Markets Act 1988.

The Bank (in respect of itself and its principal officers) makes the following investment
broker disclosure to you pursuant to section 41G of the Securities Markets Act 1988.

and standing

Experience

The Bank is a registered bank and, through its staff, is experienced in providing investment
advice about its own securities and, where applicable, the securities of other issuers. The
Bank has been selling securities, and providing investment advice on those securities, to
customers as a core part of its business for many years, drawing on the extensive research
undertaken by the Bank and its related companies and the skills of specialised staff employed
by the Bank. The Bank is represented on many bank, finance and investment related
organisations and keeps abreast of relevant issues by running seminars and workshops for
relevant staff and having its investment adviser staff attend external seminars where
appropriate. The Bank subscribes to relevant industry publications and, where appropriate,
its investment advisers will monitor the financial markets.

Relevant professional body

The Bank is a member of the following professional bodies relevant to the provision of
investment advice:

New Zealand Bankers Association;

Associate Member of Investment Savings & Insurance Association of NZ;
Financial Markets Operations Association; and
Institute of Finance Professionals.

Professional indemnity insurance
The Bank (and its subsidiaries), through its ultimate parent company Australia and New
Zealand Banking Group Limited, has professional indemnity insurance which covers its
activities including those of investment advisers it employs.

This insurance covers issues (including ‘prior acts’) arising from staff fraud, electronic crime,
documentary fraud and physical loss of property. The scope of the insurance also extends
to third party civil claims, including those for negligence. The level of cover is of an amount
commensurate with the size and scale of the Bank.

The insurer is ANZcover Insurance Pty Limited.

Dispute resolution facilities

The Bank has a process in place for resolving disputes. Should a problem arise, you can
contact any branch of the Bank for more information on the Bank’s procedures or refer to
any of the Bank’s websites.

Unresolved complaints may ultimately be referred to the Banking Ombudsman, whose
contact address is PO Box 10-573, Wellington.

Ccriminal convictions

In the five years before the relevant investment advice is given none of the Bank (in its
capacity as an investment adviser and where applicable an investment broker) or any
principal officer of the Bank has been:

Convicted of an offence under the Securities Markets Act 1988, or the Securities Act 1978
or of a crime involving dishonesty (as defined in section 2(1) of the Crimes Act 1961);

A principal officer of a body corporate when that body corporate committed any of the
offences or crimes involving dishonesty as described above;

Adjudicated bankrupt;

Prohibited by an Act or by a court from taking part in the management of a company
or a business;

Subject of an adverse finding by a court in any proceeding that has been taken against
them i their professional capacity;

Expelled from or has been prohibited from being a member of a professional body; or
Placed in statutory management or receivership.
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Fees

At the time of providing this disclosure statement it is not practicable to provide accurate
disclosure of the fees payable for all securities that may be advised on. However, this
information will be disclosed to you should you seek advice from one of the Bank’s investment
advisers on a specific investment.

Other interests and relationships

When a security is sold by the Bank, the Bank may receive a commission, either from the
issuer of a security or from an associated person of the Bank. Whether that commission is
received and, if received, its value depends on the security sold. At the time of providing
this disclosure statement it is not practicable to provide a detailed list of each security that
may be advised on, the name of the issuer of that security and the rate of the commission
received by the Bank. However, this information will be disclosed to you should you seek
advice from one of the Bank’s investment advisers on a specific investment.

In addition to the interest that the Bank has in products of which it is the issuer, the Bank,
or an associated person of the Bank, has the following interests or relationships that a
reasonable person would find reasonably likely to influence the Bank in providing the
investment advice on the securities listed below:

ANZ Investment Services (New Zealand) Limited (ANZIS), as a wholly owned subsidiary
of the Bank, is an associated person of the Bank. ANZIS may receive remuneration from
a third party relating to a security sold by the Investment Adviser.

UDC Finance Limited (UDC), as a wholly owned subsidiary of the Bank, is an associated
person of the Bank. UDC may receive remuneration from a third party relating to a
security sold by the Investment Adviser.

The Bank has a joint venture relationship with ING (NZ) Holdings Limited (ING). ING
and its related companies may receive remuneration from a third party relating to a
security sold by the Investment Adviser.

Securities about which investment advice is given
The Bank provides investment advice on the following types of securities:

« Debt securities including term and call deposits, government stock, local authority stock,
State-Owned Enterprise bonds, Kiwi bonds and corporate bonds and notes;

Equity securities such as listed and unlisted shares;
New Zealand and overseas unit trusts;

Share in a limited partnership;

Superannuation schemes and bonds;

Group investment funds;

Life insurance products;

Derivative products including interest rate and currency forward rate contracts and
options; and

Other forms of security, such as participatory securities

PROCEDURES FOR DEALING WITH INVESTMENT MONEY OR
INVESTMENT PROPERTY

If you wish to pay investment money to the Bank you can do this in several ways such
as by:

Providing cash;

Providing a cheque payable to the relevant product or service provider and crossed ‘not
transferable’; or

Making an automatic payment or payment through another electronic delivery mechanism
operated by the Bank.

Investment property (other than money) may be delivered to the Bank by lodging the
relevant property (for example, share certificates) with any branch of the Bank offering a
safe custody service, or by posting (using registered post) the documents or other property
to a branch of the Bank, identifying your name, account number and investment purpose.
Any investment money lodged with the Bank for the purchase of securities offered by the
Bank, its subsidiaries or any third parties will be deposited in accordance with your instructions,
to your nominated account or investment. Such money will be held by the Bank according
to usual banking terms and conditions applying to that account or the particular terms and
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conditions relating to the investment and will not be held by the Bank on trust unless
explicitly accepted by the Bank on those terms. Any investment money or property accepted
by the Bank on trust will be so held until disbursed in accordance with your instructions.
Any investment property lodged with the Bank will be held by the Bank as bailee according
to the Bank’s standard terms and conditions for holding your property.

Record Keeping
The Bank will keep adequate records of the deposit of investment moneys or property and

all withdrawals and dealings with such money or property, using the account/investment
number allocated to your investment. You may have access to those records upon request.
Auditing

The Bank's systems and operations are internally audited on a regular basis. The financial
statements of the Bank and its subsidiaries are audited annually by KPMG. However, this
does not involve an external audit of the receipt, holding and disbursement of the money
and other property.

Use of Money and Property

Money or property held by the Bank for a specific purpose communicated to the Bank (e.g.
the purchase of an interest in a security) may not be used by the Bank for its own purposes
and will be applied for your stated purpose. No member of the Bank’s staff may use any
money or property deposited with the Bank, for their own purposes or for the benefit of any
other person. In the absence of such instructions, money deposited with the Bank may be
used by the Bank for its own purposes, provided it repays the money to you upon demand
(or where applicable, on maturity), together with interest, where payable.

DISCLAIMER

The Bank does not provide investment advice tailored to an investor's personal circumstances.
It is the investor's responsibility to understand the nature of the security subscribed for,
and the risks associated with that security. To the maximum extent permitted by law, the
Bank excludes liability for, and shall not be responsible for, any loss suffered by the investor
resulting from the Bank’s investment advice.

Each security (including the principal, interest or other returns of any security) the subject
of investment advice given to the investor by the Bank or otherwise, is not guaranteed,
secured or underwritten in any way by the Bank or any associated or related party except
to the extent expressly agreed in the terms of the relevant security.

This document has been prepared by ANZ National Bank Limited (the "Bank”), is provided
for informational purposes only and does not constitute an offer to sell or solicitation to buy
any security or other financial instrument. No part of this document can be reproduced,
altered, transmitted to, copied to or distributed to any other person without the prior express
permission of the Bank.

This document is a necessarily brief and general summary of the subjects covered and does
not constitute advice. You should obtain professional advice before acting on the basis of
any opinions or information contained in it. The information contained in this document is
given in good faith, has been derived from sources perceived by it to be reliable and accurate
and the Bank shall not be obliged to update any such information after the date of this
document. Neither the Bank nor any other person involved in the preparation of this document
accepts any liability for any opinions or information (including the accuracy or completeness
thereof) contained in it, or for any consequences flowing from its use.

%] The National Bank

of NewZealand

Text finalised 23 February 2010
PO Box 540 Wellington 6140

Phone: +64 4 802 2361
Fax:  +64 4 4734928
Email:  economics@nbnz.co.nz

You can now receive this report via email, as soon as it's released.
Just visit www.nationalbank.co.nz/subscribe to register.

10-0226

-30
-40

50
45

40

5




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Europe ISO Coated FOGRA27)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'Press Quality'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
        8.503940
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (Europe ISO Coated FOGRA27)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /WorkingCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 11.338580
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


